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The weeping cherry tree on the grounds of Hokiji Temple 1s estimated to be over 300
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Goryokaku is Japan’s largest Western-style castle built by the Tokugawa Shogunate.
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The someiyoshino cherry blossoms that bloom in the star-shaped fort are spectacularly years old, yet still blossoms gloriously every spring, enchanting visitors with 1its

beautiful. beauty.
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Goryokaku, a special historic site, is
one of the best cherry blossom viewing
spot in Hakodate. After viewing the
approximately 1,600 cherry trees from
the ground, go to the Goryokaku
Tower. The observatory allows visitors
to enjoy views of the star-shaped castle
colored in pink.
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Hokiji Temple
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The giant weeping cherry tree blooms
from the beginning to the middle of May
every year. At their peak the cherry
blossoms resemble torrents of water.
During the Hokuto Cherry Blossoms
Corridor event, the tree is illuminated at
night, creating a fantastic atmosphere.
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Site of the Matsumae Feudal

Domain Hekirichi Jinya
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Miharashi Park hydranged garcens, where aPpmximate:ly KRN E The tunnel of cherry blossoms extending 800 m I
13,000 Nydrangeas of- many diierent colors Takuboku Park from Prefectural Route 96 to the main gate turns CHEE(EELE)

the sky pink during the peak blossoming period. Nanae Beach Seaside Park

The Hokuto Jinya Cherry Blossom Festival is
held from the beginning to the middle of May.
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The Old Iwafune Garden (Kosetsuen) is home
to as many as 150 species of garden trees. In
the foliage season, the maple trees are ablaze

b5 E 2 MEIE IR
g Trappist Monastery

IIRQE S ¥NE
Takuminomori Park

EdmDEEIRYMNZLOZEE]

KE N REEA

Cherry trees along the Ono River
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Esan Tsutsuji Park

with autumnal colors. The Hakodate ' -
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Citizens’ Forest Hydrangea Festa Hakodate MOMI-G Festa |
e Rt - In this park at the foot of Mt. Esan, approximately 600,000 N.. @il EERE DY /OE(SA_L8~ta) This 300-m stretch of road along the Ono River is lined with
) ezoyamatsutsuji and dodantsutsuji azaleas bloom from late May to . Hokuto Jinya Cherry Blossom Festival / Cherry Blossoms Corridor approximately 100 cherry trees (mainly the someiyoshino variety),
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rom Hokkaido and elsewhere. creating a truly romantic atmosphere.
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Matsumae Park
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About 10,000 cherry trees bloom around the
castle in spring. Visitors can enjoy the
views of the flowers over about a month
from late April to mid-May because of their
many different varieties in terms of color,
shape and blooming time. They have been
selected among the best 100 cherry
blossoms in Japan. The Matsumae Cherry
Blossom Festival 1s held in the same period,
attracting many people every year.
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Matsumae Park
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The approximately 10,000 cherry trees in spring, hydrangeas in summer and blazing red

leaves 1n autumn create a spectacular sight each season at Matsumae Castle.
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A little after the cherry blossoms finish, hydrangeas bloom in
Matsumae Park. As many as 2,000 hydrangeas start to bloom
from early July, and turn the park purple and blue from

mid-July to mid-August.
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Matsumae Castle Cherry Blossom Festival
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Approximately 100 camellias
totaling 13 species peak in the
park’s garden from mid-April
to mid-May, relaxing people’s
minds with their loveliness.
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Camellia Garden in Matsumae Park

Cape Shirakami Lighthouse
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Sengendaira
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Sengendaira near the summit of Mt.
Daisengendake is home to colonies of
alpine plants, which blossom one after
another over the short three-month summer.
The flowers and grass here are characterized
by their vivid colors. When Japanese wood
poppies bloom from mid-Jun to July, the
whole area turns pretty pale purple.
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Located on a hill overlooking the Tsugaru Straits,
this park has a superb ocean view. Azaleas bloom in
April and May, and gold-banded lilies (the official
flower of the town) blossom from late July to early
August, attracting people with their graceful shape
and richly sweet fragrance.
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Sengen Buckwheat Flower Viewing
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With the vast landscape and seasonal flowers, this is a special place where people can
directly feel the energy and beauty of nature.
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Yokozuna Memorial Hall

Sengen Buckwheat Field
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The field is filled with delicate white buckwheat flowers from late
August and early September. In the Sengen Buckwheat Flower
Viewing event, visitors can enjoy the graceful Matsumae Kagura
(court music and dance), part of Hokkaido’s intangible ethnic cultural
heritage, on a stage set in the center of the field.
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Shirtuchi Town i1s surrounded by the Tsugaru Straits as well as rich mountains, rivers,

- 1t plants and trees. In spring, when cherry trees blossom, the contrast between blue, green
Vs ' and pink is beautiful, creating picturesque scenery.
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The Kanrin Maru shipwreck still sleeps off Cape Sarakai.

This historic cape is covered with a beautiful flower carpet of tulips in spring.
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Cape Saraki is the resting place of the
Kanrin Maru, a warship that experienced
glory and tragedy in the last turbulent days
of the Tokugawa Shogunate. The cape is

The road leading to Aragami Shrine runs
through quiet pine and Japanese cedar
forests in the back of Shiriuchi Park, and is

lined with cherry trees. The blossoms are at * . . |
their best in mid May, attracting many also known for its tulips. At the Tulip Fair
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Mt. Yakushi
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The top of Mt. Yakushi 1s covered with
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Kurihara Residence
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Onuma Quasi-National Park
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In the foliage season, the areas around Lake
Onuma, Lake Konuma and Lake Junsai are
ablaze with autumn colors. The beauty is
highlighted by the lakes surrounded by
vivid red leaves and Mt. Komagatake’s
clear ridge lines.
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Onuma Quasi-National Park is a resort area home to three lakes and Mt. Komagatake.
In autumn, the trees around the area turn red, orange and yellow, creating colorful
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With river banks geared toward recreation,
walking paths and athletic play equipment,
Shikabe Park is popular among locals as a
place for relaxation. It is also a great cherry
blossom viewing spot, with approximately
300 cherry trees blooming in spring.
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Mt. Komagatake.

Area around Lake Onuma
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After snow melts, Asian skunk cabbage flowers bloom
in the marsh and wetland area around Lake Onuma.
Along the way from Higashi Onuma Campsite to
Tornare Multipurpose Ground, there is a colony of these
flowers which is one of the best places to observe them

in their full glory.
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Orchards in the town
(Honcho, Narukawa and Onakayama areas)
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Nanae is the town where Western apples
were cultivated for the first time in Japan.
In spring, white and rose pink apple flowers
bloom in the orchards, from where a sweet
scent is carried by wind.
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Lake Onuma Festival
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The sight of water lilies growing in clusters on the lakes is one of the
summer features of Onuma. Plenty of large white, red and pink water
lilies bloom, recalling some paintings by Monet. It is a spectacular
sight.
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Shikabe Geyser Park
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Dodantsutsuji azaleas bear delicate white
flowers in clusters like lilies of the valley in
spring, shoot out buds in summer and turn
red in autumn.
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Hyotannuma Park
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| Purple, white and yellow azaleas

around walking paths (boardwalks)
~  are at their best in mid-June.
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Shikabe Sea and Hot Spring Festival
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Time flows gently with flowers waving in the breeze against the backdrop of
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Komagatake
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Shikabe Geyser Park
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After the azalea season, hydrangeas reach their peak in Hyotannuma
Park. The flowers start to bloom in late July and are in full bloom in
late August. The view of Mt. Komagatake from the boardwalks is
spectacular. Hydrangeas are especially beautiful in the early morning
or after rain.
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Aobagaoka Park
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The 1,000 or so blooming cherry trees,
which include 100-year-old someiyoshino
and other endemic species, are a spectacular
sight, especially when the trees are
illuminated at night. The best time to see the
blossoms is from the middle to the end of
May. The annual cherry blossom festival
attracts as many as 100,000 people.
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Eight Views of the Torizaki Gorge
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Eight scenic spots in the Torizaki Gorge,
including Byobu Cliff and Komagatake
Dam, are known as the Eight Views of the
Torizaki Gorge. They are popular for their
autumnal foliage during the last half of
October.
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Unique cherry varieties can be seen in Aobagaoka Park and Oniushi Park.

You will be awed by the beauty.

Oniushi Park
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Not only someiyoshino but also the
komamizakura and horiihizakura varieties
endemic to the area create a beautiful
scene when the approximately 500 cherry
trees turn the park pale pink in spring.
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Local Produce Fair
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Morimachi Cherry Blossom Festival
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Komagatake
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Sawara Flower Road
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This is a stretch of approximately 4 km along National Route 278.
Yaezakura cherry trees first bloom in late May, and then lavender,
marigold, salvia and other flowers bloom one after another between
July and October. Visitors can pick lavender here free of charge.
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This park 1s located on a hill overlooking
Uchiura Bay and the central Otoshibe area.
Approximately 5,000 azaleas covering 11
species bloom from mid-May to early June.
The Azalea Festival is held on the first
Sunday of June, attracting many people.
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Unseki Pass
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In the area around the pass connecting the
Yakumo and Kumaishi regions, forests turn
red and yellow in autumn, contrasting
sharply with the blue of the sky.

Funkawan Panorama Park
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This is a park on a hill overlooking
Funka Bay. Many sunflowers bloom
from the middle to the end of August,
delighting the eyes of visitors.
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Kigan-kumoishi
Mysterious Rock Formation
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This park with abundant water and greenery is located near the
Yurappu River and is popular with locals as a place for relaxation and
walking. It is a great cherry blossom viewing spot where visitors can
enjoy as many as 250 trees including someiyoshino, ezoyamazakura
and other varieties from the beginning to the middle of May.
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Ayame (Siberian iris) Park
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In this park extending over the banks of the
Nambujinya River, approximately 70,000
Siberian irises (the origin of the park name)
bloom in early July. Pink Japanese roses are
also at their best around the same time.
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Oshamanbe Park
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Esashi Town thrived as a base for herring
fisheries and a key junction for trade on the
Kitamae shipping route. The Ancient Road
1s lined with buildings reminiscent of its
heyday and is adorned with seasonally
changing colorful flowers set in wood
planters. The pretty flowers delight the eyes
of people walking down the road.
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The view of red and yellow leaves in
the clean air is a delight in autumn.

Colored trees reflecting on the water
surface create a beautiful view.
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Kaiyomaru Youth Center and
other facilities
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On the ceiling of the main hall of Hokkeji Temple is Happo Nirami no
Ryu (Dragon Glaring in Eight Directions) painted by Ike no Taiga. The
temple gate was built as the main gate of the Hiyama Magistrate’s
Office more than 300 years ago, and the weeping cherry tree near the
gate is said to be best viewed from the courtyard.
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(a place known for its azaleas) bloom in orange, white and pink, in June and July. The Kaiyomaru Youth Center (designated as a seaside
i‘%ﬁ EB ET{});BE}'}%-@ . §¥ LU \rl‘% gE 4 adding color to the park and signaling the arrival of early summer. T “' BT H R e L (Y | =0 (3 service station) and the Esashi Oiwake Museum are surrounded by

Japanese rose hedges, which add color to the scenery.
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Clear air, the babbling Amanogawa River, colored trees and seasonal flowers — the
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colorful landscapes of Kaminokuni Town relax and recharge your mind and body.
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Prefectural Esashi Kikonai
Route (Miyakoshi — Yunotai)
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Tsuchihashi Nature Observation
that runs from JR Miyakoshi Station on the Educational Forest is located o /
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Tsuchihashi Nature Observation
Educational Forest
— a forest for recreation
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Japanese cedar forests and natural beech
forests spread out alongside a forest road

In_ autumn, the mountain areas _are: Eﬂ'ﬁfﬂrﬁ‘:d 227, and is home to roughly 560 species
with gold-colored leaves, making a scenic of plants including hinokiasunaro (hiba) at
driving route. This is one of the greatest its northern extreme and Sakhalin fir at its
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i foliage viewing spots in southern “CIEHB® ARER &~ southern extreme. In late October, visitors
Hokkaido. . Esuan - s Kitsond! can view beautiful autumn leaves from the
| MEh |/ Bl walking path.

Buddha Statues
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With the coming of spring, 100 someiyoshino, A Michi no Eki Assabu Park
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Assabu Park adjacent to the Michi no Eki is
known for its Japanese wisteria. The flowers
bloom over wisteria trellises from mid-June to

The main shrine of Kaminokuni Hachimangu carly July.

.ﬁEEUJE'DU (6HE)) is one of the oldest existing shrine structures FE
{onzan Festival in Hokkaido, and is designated as a tangible o . S o : -
s e cultural asset by the town. The cherry tree OEHEIE DL (82) (SASE2BEH)  Tateshiroato Festival
/= HIOEHERSE-FFLL "Iﬁ ﬁﬁ (3 beside the main shrine beautifully blooms
FJERT JKERS T8 sg T8I —F from the middle of the end of May.
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The town’s vast forest 1s home to a variety of plants, animals, birds and insects.

Explore nature to your heart’s content while enjoying walking in the forest.
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Uzura Hot Spring
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Forest— a forest for recreation
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Nisaburo Cherry approximately 100 m from the forest is a yaezakura
cherry tree planted by a man named Nisaburo Hirata in 1953, and is
designated as a cultural property by the Midorimachi Neighborhood
Association. It bears gorgeous flowers in spring, relaxing the minds of
local people.
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Daffodils spread over the park’s sloping terrain and cherry trees stretch toward the sky.
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Walk among spring flowers at scenic sites in Otobe Town while enjoying superb views
of the chalk cliffs, the blue sky and the sun setting over the Sea of Japan.

The yellow and pink flowers perform a spring harmony in Tamagawa Park.
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Enkatsura Forest Park A
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daffodils cover the park from the
beginning to the middle of May every
year, attracting many people. The contrast
with the cherry blossoms in full bloom
creates a spectacular sight.

Enkatsura is made of two katsura trees that
combine with each other 7 m above the
ground, and is known in folklore as the tree
where the god of marriage resides. The park
is home to beech and white oak trees, whose
leaves begin to turn red from early October.
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This 1s one of the best hydrangea parks in Hokkaido. The observatory here
overlooks the sea beyond the carpet of hydrangeas. The view 1s breathtakingly
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Awabi Sanso Mountain Lodge
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28 preczetimal Baluri-momment jji# BRI, 2P OTORDVE White Asian skunk cabbage
WRLODHNET . E VR LR E and yellow ezonoryukinka
EREDDICTT o THTLLELY, O IAE KiLE-DH (SBEE2BER) flowers bloom here, creating a

e SO : : . s Y o : Tamagawa Park Daffodil Festival fantastic atmosphere. The
Q3G I AT /N IL{(9B238) This park is located on a hill on Cape Shibinomisaki, and used to be known for its scenery is so beautiful it has

Enkatsura Forest Festival beautiful cherry blossoms, before the cherry trees there were damaged by a typhoon in g been selected as one the Eight
2004. The following year, approximately 800 cherry and azalea trees were planted in the + ?':: 7;."' ﬂ]] DH F.:ﬁ vy “é‘ Dt 'ﬁ'¥ LU \’I'E $E (X Viswe of Southern Hokka di

I Z EB HT D 8 F:ﬁ % e §¥ LL \ ,IE#E B park including a newly-developed area, and the park is regaining its original beauty. Go B-40] EERIEEZE TELO137-84-5111

and see the beautiful scenery.
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Mt. Tamashima Observatory
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In early summer, Japanese roses (the
official flower of the town) bloom in many
areas along the coastline and parks. Mt.
Tamashima, a hill located in the northern
island, is a great place to view the flowers.
On the summit, there is an observatory
commanding panoramic views of the
northern island, where visitors can enjoy
lovely views of Japanese roses and a
pleasant sea breeze.
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Island Opening Ceremony
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As you travel Okushiri, you will recall fond childhood memories —
Frolicking among nature with fresh air on your cheeks.
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Okushiri Island has four footpath
routes where people can experience the
diversity of the island’s natural charms.
The seasonal flowers along the routes
are particularly delightful.
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Unimaru Monument
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Forest for Restoration I{!—-\/*' _,/)
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The 1993 Hokkaido Nansei-oki Earthquake caused extensive damage to Okushiri Island.
Aiming to aid the full recovery of the island, this Forest for Restoration has been open to the
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Danshaku potato field (Kamioka)
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In early summer, Imakane Town 1s covered
with pale purple Danshaku potato flowers,
creating a beautiful scene. Imakane
Danshaku 1s excellent in taste, texture, color
and luster, and is called the phantom potato
due to its popularity yet small-scale
distribution. Visitors can fully enjoy such
fine scenery of Imakane Town with clean
water and rich soil.
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Imakane Town General Park
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This park is rich in nature, and commands beautiful views
of streets and rural areas in the town. It is known as a great
spot for viewing cherry blossoms and azaleas in spring and
also a place where locals come and relax. The observation
deck in the park allows visitors to enjoy panoramic views of

the town.
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Spring Flower Fair
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The clear-running waters of the Shiribeshi Toshibetsu River flow through Imakane Town.

Blessed with fair weather and rich soil,

this town takes pride in a rustic local delicacy, the “danshaku™ potato.
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This secluded hot spring in the mountains is popular with hot spring enthusiasts.
Visitors can soak in the tepid water while enjoying views of colored foliage in
autumn. Receiving plenty of negative ions while looking up at the star-filled

RRAAIOSFESE -FLLVERI
RRAEISENHFE TELO1397-2-2351
REBEHXHSE TELO1397-2-3456

public since 1995 to provide opportunities to walk through beech trees. In the forest, visitors
can see large trees that are over 200 years old, which serve to highlight the overwhelming
power of nature. Beech trees are not found in any other remote island north from Okushiri.

night sky is the perfect way to relax your mind and body.
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Okushiri Airport
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Sea of Japan
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Southern Hokkaido consists of 18 municipalities, with

Hakodate (the southern gateway to Hokkaido) at their :
center. Southern Hokkaido’s attractive points include a {
rich natural environment, historical and cultural streets |
and events. You can explore southern Hokkaido in detail
by car or travel by train or other public transportation.
This guide covers diverse topics, ranging from hot
springs and gourmet food, as well as introducing flower

sightseeing spots. Please enjoy everything southern
Hokkaido has to offer.
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Matsumae Park Cherry
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Goryokaku Park Cherry
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Hokiji Temple Weeping cherry
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Cape Saraki Tulip
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Shiriuchi Park Cherry
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Mt. Daisengendake Alpine plants
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Onuma Quasi-National Park Shikabe Park Cherry Aobagaoka Park Cherry
Autumn foliage
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Ayame Park Siberian iris Ancient Road Planters
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Prefectural Esashi Kikonai Route Tsuchihashi Nature Observation Educational Enkatsura Forest Park
Autumn foliage Forest - a forest for recreation Autumn foliage Autumn foliage
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Tamagawa Park
Daffodil and cherry
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Mt. Tamashima Observatory
Japanese rose
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Vicinity of Kamioka, Imakane Town
Danshaku potato flower




